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HUNGARY IS A WATER SUPERPOWER! 

Big r iver regulat ion in 1800s 
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HUNGARY IS A COUNTRY 
OF THE RUN-OFFS

in Hungary
Water situation 



F l a s h  f l o o d i n g

E x c e s s  w a t e r  i n u n d a t i o n

W a t e r  s h o r t a g e

D r o u g h t s

EFFECTS OF 
CLIMATE CHANGE

What to do?



LIFE LOGOS 4 WATERS



üMunicipalitieshavefirst-
handexperiencesat the
settlements

üKnowthepotential
resources

üKnowthelocal 
stakeholders

üFormlocal strategiesand 
plans

WhyNWRMs?
(NaturalWaterRetentionMeasures)

Whymunicipalities?

SGreen spaces

SCost-effective

SClose-to-nature

SProtect settlements

Sʱ§ūǅǅƂņ ƼǅƶņěƉƼ Ɖěžņ şƶņěǅ ƶūǡņƶƼʕʲ

SAttractive townscape



Main Activities 

Implementing Nature-

based Solut ions

Design & decis ion 

support  tools

Knowledge shar ing, 

Att i tude shaping

Municipal support

programmes



Hillydemonstrationcatchment

ISSUES

S Flash floods

S Mudslides, erosion

SWater scarcity in times 

of drought

S Fluctuating

groundwater level

GOALS

S Drainage, runoff

slowdown

S Flood peak reduction

SWater retention

S Erosion control

S Stabilisation of 

groundwater levels



Hillydemonstrationcatchmentʨinterventions

Indoor demonstration

centre and educational trail

Benjes-hedge

Log-, stone and valley dams

Drainage, infiltration



Lowlanddemonstrationcatchment

GOALS

S Drought risk management

SWater retention

S Reducing the decline in 

groundwater levels

S Utilisation and management of 

groundwater

ISSUES

SWater scarcity in times of 

drought

S Drastic decline in groundwater 

levels

S Seasonal inland flooding



Lowlanddemonstrationcatchmentʨinterventions

Nature trail

Rehabilitation of the deadarm in 2 sites

Multi-basin wetland Complex, multi-basin water retention in urban environments



OUTCOMES IN NUMBERS
59 cooperated municipalitites

more than 400 km2

30 interventions

more than 40 project events

with almost 2000 participants

5 training materials



Improved adaptive 

capaci ty and cl imate 

resi l ience

Enhanced cl imate 

governance at al l  

levels

36 274 affected inhabitants

Water retention capacity increased by ~39 000 

m3

50% decrease in the damage caused by flash 

floods per decade

2 Multi-Stakeholder Catchment Forums

2 municipal support programs

Replication of cooperation in 5 catchments

60 local decision makers and 30 000 citizens made 

aware

Improved 

knowledge of the 

key experts and 

decision makers

5 training materials 

2000 event participants

15 000 website visitors

3 studytrips and 3 conclusive studies

All 3177 Hungarian municipalities reached


